

· The British education system is divided into four stages – primary, secondary, further, and higher.  
· Over 90% of children attend state schools, which are free.  The rest attend independent schools (public schools and private schools).  

· The education system has greatly developed since 1870.  One of the main reasons for the changes was to the need to use all the talents of the population.  

· In 1944, the Butler Education Act introduced the Tripartite system with 3 different types of Secondary School – Grammar, Secondary Modern and Technical college.  Children took the 11+ to see what school they would go to.  

· The system changed to its present one of comprehensive schools after 1965.  

· Many people believe that comprehensives have the great drawback that they reflect the neighbourhoods in which they are based, and so schools based in middle class areas are likely to be (or they appear to be) more successful.  

· Since the 1990s there have been changes to schools to encourage competition between them, to give them greater control over their own spending and to make them teach the same subjects (the National Curriculum).  

· Education in simple societies was learned during everyday life, but in modern societies life is too complex for education to be so informal.  

· There are three elements to education in modern society – learning skills and knowledge, grading individuals and teaching values.
· There is a great debate over whether these three elements actually benefit the students attending school, or whether they are just being prepared for jobs and to do what they are told.  

· These values (such as gender roles, a person’s place in the hierarchy, competition, conformity to rules, accepting authority etc) are taught through the Hidden Curriculum.

· There are noticeable differences in educational attainment, measured by exam success, between the social classes, between and within ethnic groups, and between the sexes.  
· Explanations for the differences are extremely complex but basically divide into:  

· home-based reasons which stress poverty, parental attitudes, language deprivation and cultural differences.

· School-based explanations for differences in educational attainment which include teaching quality, labelling by teachers, streaming and setting.  

· An additional factor affecting the success of females appears to be the changing role of women in society which has given girls greater confidence and higher aspirations than in the past.    

· Girls are more likely to study languages and social sciences, whilst boys are more likely to choose science and maths.  

· Reasons for this include differences in gender socialisation and future career choices which direct boys and girls into different areas of interest and employment.  

· Truancy is a growing problem in schools and is linked to the home background, the peer group and problems faced by children in school.  

· School exclusions are not evenly spread amongst young people, but appear to be more likely amongst some groups than others.  

· There is some possibility that exclusions of certain ethnic groups are caused by negative stereotyping by teachers.  

Why do we have schools?
Positive View eg Functionalists



Schools show which people are suited for which jobs eg you need to get particular qualifications to get certain jobs.


Schools act as childminders to keep children in the same place for most of the day, making it possible for their parents to go out to work.

Schools teach children the skills they need for work (ICT, literacy, numeracy) and how to take orders and be punctual.

Schools are agents of secondary socialisation, they teach you how to get on with people from different backgrounds and create a sense of belonging.  

Negative View eg  Marxists

The school system leads to working class children getting lower results and lower paid jobs.

Schools reinforce the inequalities between classes and keep everyone in their place (the rich stay rich, and the poor stay poor).  

The school system is unfair.  Independent schools give richer children a head start, allowing them to get better qualifications and higher paid jobs.

Schools teach us the values that those in charge want us to learn: hard work, conforming to rules and obeying those in authority – if you don’t you will be punished.

