

· Being poor is one aspect of social exclusion, and the consequences of poverty include social and health problems as well as lack of money.  
· Sociologists have different definitions of poverty – absolute and relative.  

· About one quarter of the population, or 14 million people, are in poverty.  
· Most ‘poor’ people actually live on the margins of poverty and move in and out of poverty at different periods of their lives, depending on the different responsibilities they have.  
· Some groups are more at risk of being in poverty than others.  
· The poverty trap occurs when people living on state benefits actually lose money, or only earn a little extra, when they enter employment.  
· There are two groups of different explanations for poverty:

· Dependency explanations include the individual, the underclass and the culture of poverty explanations.  

· Exclusion/ Structural explanations criticise the structure of society.  
· The cycle of poverty is when poverty passes from one generation to the next.  

· The Welfare State developed at the end of the Second World War in the 1940s and refers to welfare provided by the government or funded by the government.  
· It was the result of the Beveridge Report which said that the government would have to intervene to stop the five giant evils of want, squalor, idleness, disease and ignorance.  

· Today welfare is provided by a range of people and organisations including the government, local authorities, voluntary and charitable organisations, family, friends and neighbours.  
· The Welfare State has a number of critics, known as the New Right, who argue that the welfare state is wasteful and ought to be replaced by commercial (for profit) organisations and charities.  They suggest that the welfare state should target the very needy and help them only.  
· Supporters of the welfare state argue that it is very effective and without it the poorest would get very bad quality care, targeting is expensive and makes people who receive benefits feel stigmatised.  
